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Happy New Year, and greetings to all: 

  If you didn’t join us for the Holiday Dinner Dance at the Lake Oswego Country Club on De-
cember 21st you missed a memorable evening.  Members, and several special guests, were 
treated to an elegant setting with gorgeous holiday decorations, and a truly premier class 
dinner of steak and salmon.  Considering the cross section of gastronomic tastes within our 
membership, the food must have been excellent, because I didn’t hear a word of criticism, 
and in fact almost universal praise for the kitchen staff. 

   Following cocktail hour and dinner, we viewed a music and slide presentation:  “Here 
Comes the Sun” that attempted to capture the spirit of the Chapter’s activities this past year.  
After the audio visual program, two special awards were presented.   The Unsung Hero 
award was given to Mike Green and the President’s Cup to Chris Finks .  While there are a 
number of people that contributed strongly to the Chapter’s success, these two made an ex-
traordinary contribution, and were recognized for it. 

   After the program, the Country Club’s resident Disc Jockey, “Eric the Red” spun records 
from the 50’s, to the present era, while members danced the night away.  Gee, who knew 
that our club had so many great dancers!  The highlight of the dancing was a circular style 

dance, ala “ Zorba the Greek” wherein everyone joined in to 
celebrate Jim West’s engagement to Sharon  Gager . 

   In summary, the evening was a fitting capstone to a 
fabulous year of growth and fun events.   Now, with the 
onset of the new year, let’s make a collective New Year’s 
resolution to make 2008 an even better year, by setting 
new standards for participation and enjoyment. 

  I look forward to seeing you at the January Boat show, 
and the next General Meeting. 

From the Helm, 

Roger L. Rollins, President                          
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Tour of the Freightliner Factory and General Meetin g 
Watch for postcard with February date! 

�
Priest Lake Dry Rot Boat Show and Labor Day Event 2 008 

August 30- September 1   
Saturday: Poker Run followed by a BBQ at the Werner ’s 

 Sunday: Boat Show at Elkins Resort followed by a p arade. 
Monday: cruise to the upper lake and picnic  
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 I used to think I knew it all, and some people even said so, at least I think 
that’s what they said!  Well, every once in a while someone, or something, comes 
along to call your firm stance in life into question.   

 Such an occasion came along several weeks ago.  We all  have seen bottom 
replacements, have read numerous articles about bottom replacements and maybe 
even done one or two yourselves.  From the “5200” bottom, the cold molded skin re-
placement bottom,  the plywood bottom, the original plank on frame (with an extra 
bilge pump) bottom and , lord help us all , the fiberglass over the old wood, water 
trapping, waiting to rot, bottom.  Most all of these, on small runabouts, start with flip-
ping the boat over to make the job easier and to find the 4 or 5 tools  and spare change 
you lost in the bilge years ago. 

 It wasn’t until talking to Dave Berg  several weeks ago that I learned that Dave and Alan Thomle came 
up with yet another approach to the tried and true bottom replacement scenario.  The project was Alan’s 33’ 
runabout named The Greyhound.  The boat was built in 1921 by Bob Yacht (sorry if that’s misspelled Bob) at 
what is now the site of the Coeur D’Alene resort.  The boat was in need of a complete restoration.  Several 
items, like the cypress side planks and upper frames were in remarkably good shape but the bottom did not 
have the same resiliency (so you see I am finally getting to it). Flipping over a 33’ boat is not the easiest thing 
and time being of the essence a new plan was drafted.  With the lines drawing Dave had lifted from the boat 
several years ago they lofted and built a completely new bottom from scratch, upside down and separate from 
the original boat.  Larger sided frames were used as well as the larger stringers.  The bottom was fabricated of 
3 layers of  ¼” red marati.  The old boat was then lifted from the cradle, the bottom side planks were removed 
to gain access and the frames were cut at the lower joint, the transom was removed and the whole bottom was 
dropped from the boat. Lifting the old boat up and onto the new bottom must have been exciting waiting to see 
if all of your time, work and especially your measurements paid off.  Little adjustments were made and the 
new bottom was tied into the old frames with gussets at the lower frame joint.  I think you will agree that mak-
ing this all fit together with the frames, stem, transom and chine all meeting in just the right place is a daunting 
challenge but of most benefit to Dave and Alan is the time savings. 

 The plan is to have the big boat done for the 2008 CDA International show Sep-
tember 14 – 20.  The boat originally came with a Sterling Dolph 6 cylinder gas engine 
which produced 225 hp with 1,051 cubic inches.  The engine is in Alan’s shop and is in 
need of rebuilding but with the time constraints and with an available V12, 1600 CI, 750 
hp Merlin engine setting in Ike Kielgass’s shop the decision was made to go with a LIT-
TLE extra horse power. ( I had nothing to do with it). Dave has cast some marine exhaust 
manifolds.  There is a story in it self and without seeing the process you wouldn’t believe 
what that takes to make a pattern for large water cooled manifolds like that. 

 The following pictures were taken a couple of weeks ago but at this time the new 
bottom is all tied in to the upper frames, a new transom is on and the bottom side planks 
are fitted and ready to be installed.  Three layers of oakum will be cold molded over the 
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“Well, every once 
in a while 

someone, or 
something, comes 
along to call your 
firm stance in life 

into question” 

“making this all 
fit together with 
the frames, 
stem, transom 
and chine all 
meeting in just 
the right place is 
a daunting 
challenge” 
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cyprus planks to give the boat some extra strength and rigidity. And I am here to say that despite what Dannen-
berg's book says, wood boats don’t ride well due to the flex in the hull, ONLY from good designs.  New ma-
hogany covering boards and comings will be installed and varnished but the rest of the deck, was, and is to be 
covered with cloth and painted.  The hull sides will be painted per the original design as well. 

  The old boat hasn’t seen water in several years and I for one can’t wait to see her slide into the water in 
CDA and take the first run on the lake where she was made 87 years ago..   I’ll bet if you ask nicely and chip 
in $50.00, Alan might give you a short ride (my suggestion          not his because that engine is going to take 
several gallons at speed). Based on the length and beam I have to think that this boat has to have a great ride 
even with the rough and windy conditions in the late afternoon on CDA Lake. Just to hear the Merlin engine 
come to life will have most heads turning and add several pounds of testosterone to the male dock side specta-
tors. 

       If you haven't made your reservation for the International show you better mark your calendar, get out 
your credit card to make your reservations before it’s too late. Hope to see you there. 

Capt’n “use to know it all” Horn 

“Just to hear the Merlin engine come 
to life will have most heads turning 

and add several pounds of testosterone 
to the male dock side spectators.” 
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I hope you enjoy the new look of our monthly newsletter from the 
Columbia Willamette Chapter of the ACBS.  We are always looking for 

new ideas and fresh stories to share with all of our members.  If you have 
a story or an idea for a monthly article please contact me via e-mail.  
Thank you so much for helping make this a great club to be a part of.   

 

Mike Green, Editor/Publisher 
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FOR SALE:  1952 Century Restorer, new ep-
oxy bottom and keel, new frame work, new en-
gine stringer, a new trailer and engine stand; all 
the parts and some original paperwork.  She 
needs a couple of topside planks, transom, and 
deck work.  $2,500 
Contact Wayne at 503-543-4740 or  
boatknots@yahoo.com 

FOR SALE:  1946 Gar Wood 18’6” Deluxe 
Utility.  Complete professional restoration.  Bot-
tom replaced to factory specs with West Marine 
System, Grey Fireball 140, and new trailer.  
$47,500  Contact Don at 541-317-1669                 

FOR SALE:  Montgomery Wards Sea King 5hp 
outboard motor, 1950s vintage, excellent condi-
tion.  Everything is there.  $150.00   
Contact  Marvin Rutland at 503-623-2708 

FOR SALE: 1931 20’ Chris Craft Triple Model 200 
Best Chris Craft Portland Oregon Show, Second 
place Lake Tahoe winner, Fresh 2007 Professional 
Restoration, all new planking, 5200 Bottom 
Chris Craft M 6cyl. Engine also Chrysler Crown 
type C in un-restored condition, Custom Ryan 
Trailer and Custom cover. $79,000.00  
Contact: Mike Green 503.490.7031 

FOR SALE:  17’ Sportabout, 62’ Tollycraft, Ford 
292 V8, 175 HP, Koffler Trailer.  $8,500  
Contact Jim and Kate Mattmore, 503-281-2233 

FOR SALE: 1965 Century Sabre 18’.  Disassem-
bled; Everything except engine/transmission; Condi-
tions:  interior (red)- excellent, original; hardware/
top- excellent; hull-poor but restorable; fiberglass 
moldings- good (no damage); original trailer- fair; 
delivery possible.  $2,750  
rob.hamilton@yahoo.com or (503) 881-0821 
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Board Member: 5�
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CWC-ACBS Web Site: $��	 ������
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Newsletter: ,�-�	8
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Due to the ever increasing cost of printing and postage, 
newsletters will be e-mailed to members. Contact the 

editor directly to receive a newsletter in the mail. 
Thank you for your support! 
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