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I think most of us grew up in an era of th
“do it yourselfer”. My dad, as well as ma
of the men in the neighborhood, all fixed
their own cars, worked on their own hou
and mowed their own grass. My dad built
our house on a piece of land that my gra
father gave him and after he put up the g
rage, later on, he built a couple of boats
from bare molded plywood hulls. So | am
saddened to see that the general public today has lcbitite, or should | say the desire to fix or build
much of anything. | think you can always learn new skilf®u set your mind to it.

So when Wayne Purdy talked to me about a year ago abounhfuald 6 ft gentleman's racer | was
more than happy to lend any assistance | could becamssenitouraging to see that we all haven't suc-
cumbed to “just take it down and have it repaired” memtdlknow that a lot of people do not have
space or a desire to start one of these projectamsoléaving you out but if you're looking at building a
boat, | can guarantee you there is no better rewargbforwork than setting in the driver’s seat for the
first time and heading out on the water for that mawgrage. | can’'t recommend and encourage it
enough. You're going to have a big smile on your facewfiblast all day into the evening and for
years to come. Just ask someone that built one.

The boat of his dreams is a 16 ft gentlemen's nab&rh was designed and built by the Purdy Boat
Company in Miami Florida(and yes, there is a connection but you have to godaokiple of centu-
ries). The boat was originally designed in 1924 as amgttto build a practical and safe one design
race boat for the next Miami Beach Regatta. Withr theylinder Scripps F-6 “Junior Gold Cup” en-
gines turning out 110 hp at 3000 rpm. The first boats werei8ehgth and could reach speeds of 40
mph and turn in their own length at speed. They weresdatre “Biscayne Babies” and were lap steak
constructed with direct drive and an outboard rudder.bberts were built and the regatta was held on
Biscayne Bay March of '25 with some of the Indianap8leeedway drivers at the wheel. The race was
designed to provide the boats to real-estate develap#te Miami area so lots were drawn for which
boat and which driver each developer would receive. The piasdor $ 10,000.00. The boats proved
to be too light for the water conditions and too unforgiving@fice drivers, and several capsized or
were otherwise damaged. Continued on page 4




Page 2 The Hull Truth

Ahoy and greetings to all:

At a recent executive board meeting your board discussed the benefits of joining other ACBS
Chapters under the umbrella of the National ACBS Headquarters non-profit, tax exempt status.
Heretofore, the adoption of non-profit, tax exempt status, meant onerous reports, restrictive activi-
ties, and massive record keeping to remain qualified as a charitable and educational institution. Now
the new Federal rules make it relatively easy for chapters to qualify as part of the national organiza-
tion. The only significant requirement would be to change our fiscal year from the calendar year, to
one beginning and ending in November. All other activities that we engage in would not be affected
including, but not limited to, boat shows, awards banquets, technical workshops, garage tours,
cruises, social gatherings and other fun events.

The principal benefit of adopting non-profit, tax exempt status would be to facilitate accepting
charitable donations. Within the scope of our current activities, any donations while welcome, are
not essential to maintaining fiscal health. However, if we envision a more expansive future, they
might well be a key to achieving that vision. The Seattle Wooden Boat Center began with a vision
and has grown into a center of national stature. In our future, we might envision a Chapter club-
house located on the Columbia or Willamette River with space for meetings, a restoration shop,
ship’s stores, and a display area for several boats. Such a clubhouse would help to publicize the
club’s activities, act as a repository for club memorabilia, and help to cement a permanent presence
for the organization within the Portland, Vancouver boating community.

For everyone that loves the beauty of wooden boats ensuring that there is a solid future for our
hobby is a worthwhile endeavor. With these thoughts in mind, your Board has begun the process of
qualifying for the national’s umbrella, and most importantly defining the scope of our vision for the
future. We welcome your input as we undertake these activities.

From the helm.

Roger L. Rollins, President
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Oswego Heritage Council

Collector Car
and

Wooden Boat Show
August 24, 2008
10:00 am — 3:00 pm
Lake Oswego Corporation Docks

" # %

International Boat Show & Meeting in Coeur D'Alene,ldaho.

September 14th—20th

For more information visiivww.acbs.organd click on the activities page




Page 4 The Hull Truth

| hope you enjoy the monthly newsletter from the Columbia Willamette
Chapter of the ACBS. We are always looking for new ideas and fresh
stories to share with all of our members. If you have a story or an idea for
a monthly article please contact me via e-mail. Thank you so much for
helping make this a great club to be a part of.

Mike Green, Editor/Publisher

Continued from page 1

The boats had the engines pulled out and the hullshened in a bonfire. The second lot of Biscayne Babies
made their debut at the 1925 Gold Cup regatta and was moresutcEhese boats were carvel planked and
the engine was moved aft by about a foot for better mandrhis proved to be a winner in all respects and
many more Babies were built over the coming ye@rto 1939. One of them was acquired by Thomas Edward
Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) who was always inteeksn speed of any kind from Brough’s motorcycles at
108 mph, airplanes for which he enlisted in the R#&d€ it appears, one of these little bahtt he named

Biscuit

Wayne was not going to build the boat unless one of #1&€Eripps engines could be installed in the boat to
get it close to the original design so many months weitnlymany phone calls followed from which he
eventually managed to find one of the engines in Detrdlte back of a garage. The Gold Cup racing version
has two carburetors and this one had only one whichtmearder to be authentic a second intake manifold
and carburetor was needed. The carburetors were aasilgt but since he needed an additional manifold he
eventually turned to Dave Berg for assistance in caatimgw manifold using the original as a pattern. Even
though he had one for a pattern Dave told me that tlebthe hardest castings he ever made because of the
water jacketing around the plenum and it took an inordiaatount of time. At this writing the engine is at
West Bearing for machining and assembly and should be backeiv months which will be long before it

will be needed in the boat. Although it would be furitok it all up on an engine cradle and make it run occa-
sionally when the neighbors aren’t home. | visited Wdgisesummer on a warm Saturday, where in his sin-
gle car garage, we started lofting the boat. It didiké tlaut a few hours of instruction and he was off and run-
ning. Some changes were made from the original latdeha®sign. The framing for most race boats is very
light and so staying true to the original plans was notgyto make the boat as long lasting as Wayne would
like so the frames were beefed up and spaced slightly faplaet than the plans called for.
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| didn’t see the boat again until the frames were se¢hestrong back and the stringers in place . Wayne
mounted the strong back on a single axle boat tralénat if he runs into difficulties it will be a simpgbeoc-
ess to roll it out of the shop, hook it up to the truclt &ake it to someone with more experience for a btsle
sistance. As with anyone who really enjoys his worketli® no time line to finish the boat. Just a littl@a
time making sure to “measure twice and cut once” asdagy

If you're over at Powell's Books or your favoriteoleastore you might be able to pick aporder a copy of
“Boats By Purdy” by Alan E. Dinn. It has great histofitlee boats that Purdy built and much of the fascinat-
ing historyof early Miami Beach which is as far as | have golignoday but | am looking forward to reading
the rest of the book. The Purdy Company opened otlag@ssh Port Washington NY. and Trenton, MI. and
continued to build boats for the Gold Cup races and expet@ahevith radical designs like the stepped hull
with an aft tail fin sort of like a large trim tab ¢ontrol the attitude of the boat on plane, a surface dvith
the prop running half in and half out of the water and yaghtmecall the recent article in the Rudder about
one of Purdy’s boats Aphrodite. They built large cnigssnd made patrol boats for the military. What an im-
pressive history. Also of great interest is was the depaof Gil Purdy’s son in law A.W. MacKerer, who
went to work for Chris Craft as a designer about trek20is and worked at the Algonac plant for 50 years
and retired as a Senior VP in 1971. A small fork in the tbhatmakes you wonder if Purdy boats might have
been the predominate manufacture of runabouts we see today
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FOR SALE: 1952 Century Restorer, new epoxy FOR SALE: 1931 20’ Chris Cratft Triple Model

bottom and keel, new frame work, new engine 200 .
stringer, a new trailer and engine stand:; all the Best Chris Craft Portland Oregon Show, Second

parts and some original paperwork. She needs gPlace Lake Tahoe winner, Fresh 2007 Professional

couple of topside planks, transom, and deck work}estoration, all new planking, 5200 Bottom
$2,500 Chris Craft M 6¢yl. Engine also Chrysler Crown

Contact Wayne at 503-543-4740 or type C in un-restored condition, Custom Ryan
boatknots@yahoo.com Trailer and Custom cover. $79,000.00
Contact: Mike Green 503.490.7031

FOR SALE: 1962 Tollycraft, 17’ Sportabout, FOR SALE: 1965 Century Sabre 18'. Disassem-
Ford 292 V8, 175 HP, Koffler Trailer. $8,500 bled; Everything except engine/transmission; Con-
Contact Jim and Kate Mattmore, 503-281-2233 ditions: interior (red)- excellent, original; hard-
ware/top- excellent; hull-poor but restorable; fiber-
glass moldings- good (no damage); original trailer-
fair; delivery possible. $2,750
rob.hamilton@yahoo.com or (503) 881-0821

FOR SALE: 1946 Gar Wood 18'6” Deluxe Util-
ity. Complete professional restoration. Bottom
replaced to factory specs with West Marine Sys-
tem, Grey Fireball 140, and new trailer. $47,500
Contact Don at 541-317-1669

FOR SALE: 1953 Chris-Craft Kit Speedboat
(utility), 17°. Great first project: Hull restored-
fiberglass bottom; new mahogany planks for deck;
all running gear- CC KL needs rebuild; needs inte-
rior & engine box; lots of hardware (wheel &
windshield brackets); trailer- fair. $1,750
rob.hamilton@yahoo.com or (503) 881-0821

FOR SALE: Montgomery Wards Sea King 5hp
outboard motor, 1950s vintage, excellent condi-
tion. Everything is there. $150.00

Contact Marvin Rutland at 503-623-2708
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President: $" % % &'(&Y0)*(+

Vice President: % &'(+(' %.. /*
Secretary: 0! % &'(%1'( . L))
Treasurer: 2 2 % &')**'&. %

2008 Boat Show Chair: 3- % &'+)&'((*) 3-
Membership Chair: 2 % &'))*'&+++

National Board Member: 4 -5 % &'()+' *) !
Board Member: % &')*('Yo(*+

Board Member: 6 2-- &("N%+)1&

Board Member: 75 % &™)+ * !
CWC-ACBS Web Site:  $ % &'++ ' +) I )
Newsletter: ,- 8 %&*.'1&

Due to the ever increasing cost of printing and oy
newsletters will be e-mailed to members. Contaet th
editor directly to receive a newsletter in the mail
Thank you for your support!




Page 8 The Hull Truth

"# $$ %&
(),




